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Presentation 

• This work represents the first ever compilation of the most 

relevant and significant composite indicators (CIs) of 

quality of life and social quality applied to European societies.   

• The aim of this compilation is to collect and evaluate the 

available CIs in order to build a European system of CI for 

measuring quality of life and social quality.   

• The book offers a whole range of composite indicators for:  

• poverty, social participation, democratic quality, gender inequality, job 

quality, health, consumption, quality of life, environment, subjective well-

being, child well-being, elderly well-being, and safety and security.  

 

 



Presentation 

This work is part of a R+D project “Social Quality in Europe. Design and Development 

of Composite indicators to measure and monitor the quality of European Societies”.  

Aim 1 

1.  

To compile, 
evaluate, and select 
existing composite 
indicators 

Aim 2 

2. To design and 
develop new 
focused composite 
indicators 

Goal 

To build a System of 
indexes on the 
quality of European 
societies 

THIS COMPILATION 



Presentation 

This work is being developed by a Spanish team of 

social researchers from different universities and public 

administrations, under the direction of Prof. Eduardo 

Bericat, and with the collaboration of international 

experts. 

 

This is a work in progress and it is open to the 

participation and contributions of other researchers 

interested in the project. 



Key points 

1. Why a compilation of composite indicators 

2. Aims and peculiarities of this compilation 

3. Structure and contents of the book 

4. Potential applications and analytical possibilities 



1. Why a compilation of composite indicators 

 

Spectacular increase in the production 

of composite indicators.  

 

In the academic field, the production of papers 

based on CIs has experienced a great 

increase.   



1. Why a compilation of composite indicators 

• Composite indicators are also widely present in other 

fields (political, ONGs, business sector…)  

• In sum, there has been a growing and renovated 

interest in research based on CIs.  

• However, until now there has been no single proposal 

to review and evaluate this vast production of CIs. 

 



1. Why a compilation of composite indicators 

Relevance of CIs as analytical tools 

• Composite indicators are the most promising quantitative tool for outlining 

robust, valid and reliable descriptions of social reality.  

• Composite indicators are used mainly for two aims:  

(a) to compare a series of cases by establishing a classification from greater to 

lesser (ranking function) 

(b) to monitor one or more cases, registering their evolution over time 

(monitoring function). 

 

 



1. Why a compilation of composite indicators 

There are some inventories of composite indicators: 

Romina Bandura A Survey of Composite Indices Measuring Country Performance: 2008 

Update 

Michaela Saisana (2012) An inventory of Risk-related or Resilience-related Composite 

Indicators and Ratings. 

 Lin Yang (2014) An Inventory of Composite Measures of Human Progress. 

This current compilation presents certain peculiarities that set it apart from these 

antecedents. 



2. Aims and peculiarities of the compilation 

• Unlike available inventories, we do not intend to compile all existing 

indicators.  We intend to evaluate and select  the most significant CIs by 

social area. 

• For this first edition: 5 CIs per social area  

A complete list of items A selection of items 

1st KEY 

ASPECT 
It is a COMPILATION, not an INVENTORY 



2. Aims and peculiarities of the compilation 

The selection was made according to the following criteria:  

1. QUALITY OF THE INDICATORS:  

The CIs must be theoretically significant and empirically solid.  

2. RELEVANCE:  

The CIs must have been adapted  and applied to describe social reality of Europe.   

3. DATA AVAILABILITY: 

They must be calculated for a significant number of European countries.  

 



2. Aims and peculiarities of the compilation 

Focused composite indicators aim to capture different 

specific aspects of social reality, such as job quality, health 

conditions, or gender equality…. 

However, we also include some comprehensive 

indicators that are significant when ascertaining the 

quality of European societies.  

  
(Bericat & Camarero, 2012) 

2nd KEY 

ASPECT 
The target is FOCUSED COMPOSITE INDICATORS 



Domains of quality of the societies that are observed in the 
compilation 

Social, cultural and 

political participation 

Socioeconomic resources 

and opportunities 

• Social and political 

participation 

• Cultural practise 

• Democratic quality and 

governance 

• Consumption  

• Job quality 

• Environment 

Social equality and social 

inclusion 

Health and security 

 

• Social equality 

• Gender equality 

• Child well-being 

• Elderly well-being 

• Health conditions 

• Crime, security  and rule of 

law 

 

Quality of life and 

wellbeing 

• Quality of life  

• Subjective wellbeing 



2. Aims and particularities of the compilation 

The focus is the QUALITY OF EUROPEAN SOCIETIES   

We have mainly selected composite indicators that are specifically designed and 

applied to European countries.  

Global indicators are also considered because of their significance when ascertaining 

certain aspects of European social reality: 

• It may be the case that global indicators are the only source available for monitoring some 

topics. 

• Global indicators can help us to know the relative position of European countries within the 

world.  

3rd KEY 

ASPECT 



2. Aims and peculiarities of the compilation 

4th KEY 

ASPECT 
THIS COMPILATION IS DESIGNED TO BE A 

PRACTICAL AND USEFUL TOOL 

The book offers recent data about the relative positions of European 

countries by social area.  

Each chapter gives DATA on:  

• Country overall scores and dimensions scores 

• Country ranking (European / World) 

 



3. Structure and contents 

The book is composed of: 

• 14 chapters  

• Over 70 CIs selected and reviewed  

• Data about over 280 dimensions 



3. Structure and contents 

• The presentation includes a 

general overview of the indicators 

selected. 

THE CHAPTERS 



3. Structure and contents 

DATASHEET 

• Index name 

• Summary table 

• Concept 

• Indicators/variables 

• Construction 

• Metric 

• References  

• Data table 

THE CHAPTERS 



3. Structure and contents 

SUMMARY TABLE  

Basic information about the 

index: authors, institution, 

scope, years and frequency, 

publications, and website.  

THE INDEXES 



3. Structure and contents 

Description of the CONCEPT that 

inspires the construction of the CI 

as well as its analytical framework 

THE INDEXES 



3. Structure and contents 

“INDICATORS/VARIABLES”: 

Information about the indicators 

per dimension. 

THE INDEXES 



3. Structure and contents 

CONSTRUCTION:  

Brief description of the 

methodological process followed 

when constructing the CI 

THE INDEXES 

METRIC:  

Interpretation of  the scores 



3. Structure and contents Bibliographic references and 

website links for more 

information about the index.  THE INDEXES 



3. Structure and contents 

DATA TABLE with the most recent scores for the index 

and its dimensions. The data table also informs about 

the ranks of every European country.  

THE INDEXES 



4. Potential applications and analytical possibilities  

Main potential applications and analytical possibilities offered by exploiting the 

broad database provided in this work: 

1. Diagnosing the quality of European societies 

2. Cross-country analysis and comparisons  

3. Analysing relationships between indexes, dimensions and other 

socioeconomic indicators. 

4. Analysing the conceptual and operational design of the CIs and their 

empirical and social implications 

 



4. Potential applications and analytical possibilities  

1st APPLICATION: DIAGNOSING THE QUALITY OF 

EUROPEAN SOCIETIES 
 

 

The data compiled in the book can help to identify the strengths and 

weaknesses of every European country with regard to different aspects 

of social life.  



SPAIN 
SOCIAL, CULTURAL AND POLITICAL 

PARTICIPACION 

SOCIOECONOMIC RESOURCES AND 

OPPORTUNITIES 

Social and 

political 

participation 

(Civic 

Competence 

Composite 

Indicator)  

(EU-22) 

Cultural 

practice 

(Index of 

Cultural 

Practice) 

(EU-27) 

Democratic quality 

and governance 

(Quality of 

Government Index) 

(EU-27) 

Consumption 

(Consumer 

Empowerment 

Index ) 

(EU-27) 

 

Job quality 

(European 

Job Quality 

Index) 

(EU-27) 

Environment 

(Environmenta

l Vulnerability 

Index) 

(EU-28) 

4 10 13 24 19 16 

QUALITY OF LIFE AND 

WELLBEING 

Quality of 

life 

(Index 

Europe 2020) 

(EU-22) 

Subjective 

wellbeing  

(Happy Life 

Years Index) 

(EU-28) 

16 7 

Better positions 

Worse positions 

SOCIAL EQUALITY AND SOCIAL INCLUSION HEALTH AND SECURITY 

Social 

equality 

(Composite 

indicator of 

Social 

Inclusion) 

(EU-27) 

Gender 

equality 

(European 

Gender 

equality) 

(EU-27) 

Child well-

being 

(Child well-being 

Index in 

European Union) 

(EU-27) 

Elderly well-

being 

(Active 

Ageing Index 

(EU-28) 

Health 

conditions 

(Euro Health 

Consumer 

Index) 

(EU-28) 

 

Crime, security  

and rule of law 

(Rule of Law 

Index)  

(EU-21) 

22 9 11 17 24 14 

Ranking 



ITALY SOCIAL, CULTURAL AND POLITICAL 

PARTICIPACION 

SOCIOECONOMIC RESOURCES AND 

OPPORTUNITIES 

Social and 

political 

participation 

(Civic 

Competence 

Composite 

Indicator)  

(EU-22) 

Cultural 

practice 

(Index of 

Cultural 

Practice) 

(EU-27) 

Democratic 

quality and 

governance 

(Quality of 

Government Index) 

(EU-27) 

Consumption 

(Consumer 

Empowerment 

Index ) 

(EU-27) 

Job 

quality 

(European 

Job Quality 

Index) 

(EU-27) 

Environment 

(Environmenta

l Vulnerability 

Index) 

(EU-28) 

1 22 25 25 15 26 

QUALITY OF LIFE AND 

WELLBEING 

Quality of 

life 

(Index 

Europe 2020) 

(EU-22) 

Subjective 

wellbeing  

(Happy Life 

Years Index) 

(EU-28) 

21 15 

Better positions 

Worse positions 

SOCIAL EQUALITY AND SOCIAL INCLUSION HEALTH AND SECURITY 

Social 

equality 

(Composite 

indicator of 

Social 

Inclusion) 

(EU-27) 

Gender 

equality 

(European 

Gender 

equality) 

(EU-27) 

Child well-

being 

(Child well-

being Index in 

European 

Union) 

(EU-27) 

Elderly well-

being 

(Active Ageing 

Index ) 

(EU-28) 

 

Health 

conditions 

(Euro Health 

Consumer 

Index) 

(EU-28) 

Crime, security  

and rule of law 

(Rule of Law 

Index)  

(EU-21) 

18 20 17 14 16 16 

Ranking 



GERMANY 
SOCIAL, CULTURAL AND POLITICAL 

PARTICIPACION 

SOCIOECONOMIC RESOURCES AND 

OPPORTUNITIES 

Social and 

political 

participation 

(Civic 

Competence 

Composite 

Indicator)  

(EU-22) 

Cultural 

practice 

(Index of 

Cultural 

Practice) 

(EU-27) 

Democratic 

quality and 

governance 

(Quality of 

Government Index) 

(EU-27) 

Consumption 

(Consumer 

Empowerment 

Index ) 

(EU-27) 

Job 

quality 

(European 

Job Quality 

Index) 

(EU-27) 

Environment 

(Environmenta

l Vulnerability 

Index) 

(EU-28) 

 not available 
  not available 

 9 4 14 19 

QUALITY OF LIFE AND 

WELLBEING 

Quality of 

life 

(Index 

Europe 2020) 

(EU-22) 

Subjective 

wellbeing  

(Happy Life 

Years Index) 

(EU-28) 

6 13 

Better positions 

Worse positions 

SOCIAL EQUALITY AND SOCIAL INCLUSION HEALTH AND SECURITY 

Social 

equality 

(Composite 

indicator of 

Social 

Inclusion) 

(EU-27) 

Gender 

equality 

(European 

Gender 

equality) 

(EU-27) 

Child well-being 

(Child well-being 

Index in European 

Union) 

(EU-27) 

Elderly well-

being 

(Active Ageing 

Index)  

(EU-28) 

 

Health 

conditions 

(Euro Health 

Consumer 

Index) 

(EU-28) 

Crime, security  

and rule of law 

(Rule of Law 

Index)  

(EU-21) 

12 16 6 9 6 6 

Ranking 



UNITED 
KINGDOM SOCIAL, CULTURAL AND POLITICAL 

PARTICIPACION 

SOCIOECONOMIC RESOURCES AND 

OPPORTUNITIES 

Social and 

political 

participation 

(Civic 

Competence 

Composite 

Indicator)  

(EU-22) 

Cultural 

practice 

(Index of 

Cultural 

Practice) 

(EU-27) 

Democratic 

quality and 

governance 

(Quality of 

Government Index) 

(EU-27) 

Consumption 

(Consumer 

Empowerment 

Index ) 

(EU-27) 

Job quality 

(European 

Job Quality 

Index) 

(EU-27) 

Environment 

(Environmenta

l Vulnerability 

Index) 

(EU-28) 

16 5 7 16 7 25 

QUALITY OF LIFE AND 

WELLBEING 

Quality of 

life 

(Index 

Europe 2020) 

(EU-22) 

Subjective 

wellbeing  

(Happy Life 

Years Index) 

(EU-28) 

13 10 

Better positions 

Worse positions 

SOCIAL EQUALITY AND SOCIAL INCLUSION HEALTH AND SECURITY 

Social 

equality 

(Composite 

indicator of 

Social 

Inclusion) 

(EU-27) 

Gender 

equality 

(European 

Gender 

equality) 

(EU-27) 

Child well-

being 

(Child well-being 

Index in 

European 

Union) 

(EU-27) 

Elderly well-

being 

(Active Ageing 

Index ) 

(EU.28) 

 

Health 

conditions 

(Euro Health 

Consumer 

Index) 

(EU-28) 

Crime, security  

and rule of law 

(Rule of Law 

Index)  

(EU-21) 

17 19 22 4 11 7 

Ranking 



FINLAND SOCIAL, CULTURAL AND POLITICAL 

PARTICIPACION 

SOCIOECONOMIC RESOURCES AND 

OPPORTUNITIES 

Social and 

political 

participation 

(Civic 

Competence 

Composite 

Indicator)  

(EU-22) 

Cultural 

practice 

(Index of 

Cultural 

Practice) 

(EU-27) 

Democratic 

quality and 

governance 

(Quality of 

Government Index) 

(EU-27) 

Consumption 

(Consumer 

Empowerment 

Index ) 

(EU-27) 

Job 

quality 

(European 

Job Quality 

Index) 

(EU-27) 

Environment 

(Environmenta

l Vulnerability 

Index) 

(EU-28) 

15 12 3 2 3 1 

QUALITY OF LIFE AND 

WELLBEING 

Quality of 

life 

(Index 

Europe 2020) 

(EU-22) 

Subjective 

wellbeing  

(Happy Life 

Years Index) 

(EU-28) 

2 2 

Better positions 

Worse positions 

SOCIAL EQUALITY AND SOCIAL INCLUSION HEALTH AND SECURITY 

Social 

equality 

(Composite 

indicator of 

Social 

Inclusion) 

(EU-27) 

Gender 

equality 

(European 

Gender 

equality) 

(EU-27) 

Child well-being 

(Child well-being 

Index in 

European Union) 

(EU-27) 

Elderly well-

being 

(Active Ageing 

Index)  

(EU-28) 

 

Health 

conditions 

(Euro Health 

Consumer 

Index) 

(EU-28) 

Crime, security  

and rule of law 

(Rule of Law 

Index)  

(EU-21) 

8 8 3 5 2 2 

Ranking 



4. Potential applications and analytical possibilities  

 

 2
nd APPLICATION: CROSS-COUNTRY ANALYSIS AND 

COMPARISONS  

 

The data provided in the book also allow for cross-country analysis and 

comparisons. 

 



CROSS-COUNTRY ANALYSIS AND COMPARISONS (Relationships between 

indexes)  

8 
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Social Inclusion for
European countries

(2010)

Child well-being Index
in European Union

(2006)

Active Ageing Index
(2014)

European Gender
equality (2011)

Migrant Integration
Policy Index (2014)

EU Countries ranking in several indexes of social equality and wellbeing groups 

Finland Germany Italy Spain United Kingdom

Better positions 

Worse positions 



CROSS-COUNTRY ANALYSIS AND COMPARISONS 
(Relationships between dimensions) 

20 

28 

4 

8 

18 

13 

21 

23 

18 

22 

7 

10 

21 

4 

17 

Finland Germany Italy Spain United Kingdom

EU Ranking. European Gender Equality (2011) by dimensions 

Education Work Power

Better positions 

Worse positions 



4. Potential applications and analytical possibilities  

 

 3rd APPLICATION: ANALYSING RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN 

DIFFERENT AREAS OF SOCIAL STRUCTURE 

The database of CIs offers multiple possibilities for exploitation and analysis from 

a multivariable perspective:  

• Relationships between indexes  

• Relationships between dimensions  

• Relationships between indexes and other socioeconomic indicators.  



Analysing relationships between indexes 

Data source: Zaidi (2015) ; 

Bradshaw et al. (2013) 



Analysing relationships between indexes and other socioeconomic 
indicators 

Data source: Bericat (2014) and Eurostat, 2012 



4. Potential applications and analytical possibilities  

 

 
4th  APPLICATION: ANALYSING THE CONSTRUCTION OF 

THE MEASUREMENT TOOLS AND THEIR EMPIRICAL AND 

SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 

The compilation may be useful when evaluating and comparing different 

conceptual and operational designs of CIs as well as their empirical implications.  

 



Eurostat 

Giambona F and 

Vassallo E (2014)  
Weziak-

Bialowolska D and 

Dijkstra L (2014)  

Analysing the construction of the measurement tools and their 
empirical and social implications 

Country EU Ranking 

Denmark 9 10 1 

Germany 12 13 6 

Greece 20 28 17 

Spain 22 20 10 

United Kingdom 17 18 7 



Conclusions  

In summary, this work of review, evaluation and compilation of CIs is:  

• It gathers a selection of the most significant and valuable 
composite indicators for measuring quality of life and social quality 
in European societies.  

Necessary  

• Unlike available inventories, this work represents the first ever 
compilation of CIs. Innovative 

• The book offers DATA for the analysis of the quality social in 
Europe. 

• It could be a support for reflection and social and political change 
towards a Europe of quality.  

Useful 



Invitation to participate in this project  

• Finally, as a work in progress, we would like to invite you, and any colleagues interested 

in composite indicators, to participate in this project by introducing new areas or indicators 

into the System of Indexes on the Quality of European Societies. 

• If you are interested, please send us an email. We will be delighted to receive your 

suggestions.    

 
Eduardo Bericat: ebericat@us.es  María Luisa Jiménez: mljimenez@us.es  

 

Professor of Sociology 

Dpt. Sociology 

University of Seville 

Assistant Professor 

Dpt. Sociology 

University of Seville 

mailto:ebericat@us.es
mailto:mljimenez@us.es


Thank you so much for your attention  



Indexes employed in the constructions of graphics ant tables  

Composite Index Name Authors Year 

Civic Competence Composite Indicator Bryony Hoskins, Cynthia M.H. Villalba and Michaela 

Saisana 

2012 

Index of Cultural Practice European Commission, 2013 

Quality of Government Index Nicholas Charron, Victor Lapuente and Lewis 

Dijkstra 

2010 

Consumer Empowerment Index Michela Nardo; Massimo Loi; Anna Manca; Rossana 

Rosati 

2011 

European Job Quality Index Janine Leschke, Andrew Watt and Mairéad Finn 2010 

Environmental Vulnerability Index Kaly, Ursula; Pratt, Craig; Mitchell, Jonathan 2004 

Composite indicator of Social Inclusion Francesca Giambona and Erasmo Vassallo 2010 



Indexes employed in the constructions of graphics ant tables  

Composite Index Name Authors Year 

European Gender Equality Eduardo Bericat; Eva Sánchez-Bermejo 2011 

Child well-being Index in European Union Bradshaw, J., Hoelscher, P., & Richardson, D. 2006 

Active Ageing Index Asghar Zaidi 2014 

Euro Health Consumer Index Health Consumer Power House 2014 

Rule of Law Index World Justice Project 2014 

Migrant Integration Policy Index Jan Niessen, Thomas Huddleston and Laura Citron 2014 

Socioemotional Well-being Index Eduardo Bericat 2012 

AROPE Eurostat 2013 

EU Multidimensional Poverty Index Dorota Weziak-Bialowolska and Lewis Dijkstra 2012 


