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• People rather than 

economic system or GDP 
 

• Outcomes rather than 

inputs and outputs 
 

• Both averages and 

inequalities 
 

• Both objective and 

subjective aspects 

 

• Both today and tomorrow 

36 countries 
• OECD  
• Brazil  
• Russia 

Source: OECD (2011) How’s Life? Measuring Well-Being, OECD Publishing, Paris, 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264121164-en 

http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264121164-en
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264121164-en
http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/9789264121164-en




 

 
http://www.oecdbetterlifeindex.org/ 
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Ct4lptAkVA  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Ct4lptAkVA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Ct4lptAkVA
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• For women a better life means more of: 

 Community;  

 Health; 

 Work-Life Balance; 

 Civic Engagement; 

 Education 

• For men a better life means more of: 

 Income; 

 Jobs 
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 Relevance 

- face valid (does it match what you want to measure?) 

- clear interpretation (is more better?) 

- policy relevant (can it be changed through policies?) 

 

Data considerations 

- official or established sources (non-official place-holders) 

- comparable/standardized definitions 

- maximum country-coverage 

- recurrent data collection 

- can be disaggregated by population groups 

 

 



 Income and wealth 

- Household net adjusted disposable income (USD PPPs per capita) 

- Household net financial wealth (USD PPPs per capita) 

 Jobs and earnings 

- Employment rate 

- Long-term unemployment rate (1 year or more) 

- Average gross annual earnings of full-time employees 

- Employment insecurity 

  Housing conditions 

- Rooms per person 

- Dwellings without basic facilities (indoor flushing toilet) 

- Housing expenditure 

  Health status 

- Life expectancy at birth 

- Self-reported health 

  Work-Life balance 

- Employees working very long hours (50 hours or more) 

- Time devoted to leisure and personal care 

 

 



 Education and skills 

- Educational attainment 

- Students’ cognitive skills 

- Expected years in education (at age 5 until 39) 

- Competences in adult population 

 Social connections/ Community 

- Social network support 

  Civic engagement and governance 

- Consultation on rule making 

- Voter turn-out 

  Environmental quality 

- Air pollution (PM 10 concentrations) 

- Satisfaction with water quality 

  Personal security 

- Homicides rates 

- Self-reported victimization (assaulted or mugged) 

Subjective well-being 

- Life satisfaction 

- (Positive affect balance) 

 


